Industrialisation and The British Workman Paper
Teaching Plan
Lesson One (1 Hr) Women and industrialisation & The Temperance movement
	
	Activity
	Timing
	Class organisation
	Purpose

	
	Orientation
	10
	Plenary
	To introduce the subject of industrialisation and the focus on the cotton industry. Introduce the British Workman paper and its relevance and connections with industrialisation, what insights it offers.

	Intro Activity 1
	Familiarising students with the paper through examining pictures 
	10
	Working in pairs and Plenary discussion
	To identify the Images and symbols of industrialisation surrounding the paper’s Banner Logo 

	Activity 2
	Reading/referencing paper and handouts
	15
	Working in pairs and Plenary discussion
	To

· explore the role of women in industrialisation
· explore images of men and women/sexual discrimination /sexism in the British Workman

	Activity 3
	Reading/referencing paper and handouts
	15
	Working in pairs and Plenary discussion
	To 

· explore the connections between industrialisation and the Temperance movement 

· discuss C19th  and C21st media similarities and differences

	Round up 
	Discussion 
	10
	Plenary
	To recap on what was covered in the lesson and highlight the important subjects addressed


Lesson Two (1 Hr) The Preston Strike and the British Workman 
	
	Activity
	Timing
	Class organisation
	Purpose

	
	Orientation 


	10
	Plenary
	To recap on the previous lesson and introduce the next focus of discussion.

	Activity 1
	Reading/referencing paper and handouts
	20
	Working in pairs and Plenary discussion
	To

· focus on a specific industrial dispute to explore working conditions, start of Chartism/ trade union movement 

· explore the British Workman position and approach to a labour dispute
· look at immigration during industrialisation

	Activity 2
	Reading/referencing paper and handouts
	20
	Working in pairs and Plenary discussion
	To

· look at living conditions during mid C19th 

· discuss child labour and make connections to child labour in developing world

	Round up 
	Discussion 
	10
	Plenary
	To recap on what was covered in the lesson and highlight the important subjects addressed


These two lessons focus on industrialisation in England in the mid 19th Century, in particular the impact that it had on ordinary people's lives. It will explore one specific area of industrialisation the cotton industry, which had enabled a factory system of spinning or weaving machinery for the production of cotton, yarn and cloth.  This was an extremely important part of the British economy at this time. By the 1830s, approximately 85% of all cotton manufactured worldwide was processed in Lancashire in the North East of England.
 
Focussing on the cotton industry also provides a strong link with the British Workman paper as the first edition has an article referring to the historically important Preston Mill Strike of 1853-4 and the threat of a broader strike throughout key industries in the UK.  The paper provides us with a window on how certain sections of society (Temperance movement - mostly middle class) viewed the working class as well as a valuable insight into everyday details of domestic, public, political and economic life at this time. 
The British Workman paper, published for the first time in 1855, was funded by members of the Temperance movement and aimed at working-class men. 

Show the class a copy of the British Workman. Explain that you will be circulating copies for them to look at shortly.
It is important to explain early in the lesson that the title of the paper excluded over 50% of the population at this time, i.e. women!  Remind the class that this was a period of history where sexual discrimination against women, or sexism as it is often call it today, was common across all areas of life, particularly in the workplace, which will be explored in the lesson. 
Banner heading and logo – The engraved images provide very valuable images and representations of industrialisation, from the workers to the buildings and symbols of industry. 

LESSON ONE

	Activity One:  Images of Industrialisation in the British Workman 
asks students: 

· to look the pictures in detail surrounding the ‘British Workman’ logo (shown above).  How many different types of workers/trades can you see? 

· Looking at the buildings and structures behind the workers, do you recognise what any of them might be? 

· What do you think the paper is trying to say about the changes in Britain at this time? 

Ideas for discussion:
Workers:

Tool maker/grinder – most industrial workers at this time would have required hand tools (no electric drills back then!) The importance of tools is demonstrated by the variety on show, saws, hammers, pliers, mallets, hammers, spades, pick axes, planes.  

Builders, Bricklayers and Railway workers– critical for house building, factory building programmes at this time, and for amenities roads etc. From the 1840s Railways were extremely important as enabled industrialisation to be fully realised, providing fast connections between towns and cities for imports, deliveries for house building programmes.

Military Men – Crimean war (1853-54) would have been fresh in people’s minds.

Farmer – recognising the importance of rural labourers too.

Tailor – recognising the still high numbers of workers carrying out hand crafted trades

Buildings & Structures:

· Houses and scaffolds, indicate the ongoing pace of house building as well as factory building

· images of smoking mills and factories

· image of the newly built Crystal Palace (built 1850) a symbol of industrial pride, (first use of glass plate) cutting edge invention at the Great Exhibition. 

· tunnels, bridges enabled railway connections throughout Britain. 1840 Brunel’s tunnel under the Thames considered ‘Eighth wonder of the world’ 

Ships – celebrating Britain’s sea power at this time, British Empire dominance in world, imports of good critical for growth of industrialisation. 


General questions to raise with students leading on from this discussion e.g. What are your initial thoughts about the paper? 

Do you think many young people would be interested in reading a paper that looked like this? (B&W Print etc)

Why do you think there were so many pictures? And why were they so big?

Literacy levels were steadily increasing during the early 19th Century. However records of literacy levels varied across the country and statistics were not uniformly kept. Records of newly weds at this time show that approx. 70% of men could read and approx 55% of women (caution this varied across the UK some areas much lower). Compulsory education, for both sexes (up to the age of 13 years) was introduced in 1880.  Pictures and drawings were powerful ways of getting messages across that people could relate to and identify with. 

At a time when working class people could not afford the luxuries of home decoration some of the engraved pictures were designed to hung up at home (Give example – Royal portraits Edition?) 
	The Role of Women in Industrialisation

Activity Two

Asks the students:

· Thinking about the images of the workers in the picture above (logo) and the images of the family picture on page one of the paper what does it tell us about the paper’s views on women at this time?

· look at this drawing of a cotton mill nr Preston, Lancashire, dated 1835,  below. It shows lots of women workers in the mills in 1835. Also look at table 1 pg. 3 in your worksheet. What does this tell us about the number of women likely to be working in the Preston mills at this time?


· Do you think the British Workman paper recognises or properly reflects women's employment in industry at this time? 

The group discussion can look at the status of women in society at this time:

· THE VOTE: Although all male heads of household gained the right to vote from 1868 women were not enfranchised until 1928.

· EQUAL PAY: Most working class women during the 19thCentury worked to support their families. However they rarely received equal pay to their male counterparts. . It was not until 1970 that the Govt brought in the Equal Pay Act hastened by a series of strikes (e.g. Fords Dagenham Factory ‘Made in Dagenham’ Film).

· PROPERTY RIGHTS: When a woman got married during most of the 19th Century, her wealth was passed to her husband. If a woman worked after marriage, her earnings also belonged to her husband (This changed in 1882 Married Property Act) 

· DIVORCE AND CHILDREN: The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1857 gave men the right to divorce their wives on the grounds of adultery. However, married women were not able to obtain a divorce if they discovered that their husbands had been unfaithful. Once divorced, the children became the man's property and the mother could be prevented from seeing her children.

· HIGHER EDUCATION: The universities of Oxford and Cambridge had three barriers to entrance at this time. An applicant had to be 1: male; 2: unmarried; and 3: a member of the Church of England. In 1878 London University admitted women to two colleges, Bedford College, and the Royal Holloway College But Oxford and Cambridge held out against women until the 20th Century.

The paper provides us with very valuable insights into how society was structured, what was happening in the workplace and in the home. And in this lesson we'll establish how women played just as critical a role as men in the growth of industrial Britain.

There are other important reasons why this paper is only interested in men. One of the key aim of the paper is to persuade men to limit their drinking. During the 19th Century the consumption of alcohol among working-class men was very public compared to middle class drinking.  There was little information on working class women’s drinking and clearly it was not seen as much as a problems as men drinking.   The Temperance movement focused on the drinking habits of working class men.  It’ main aim was to control drunkenness. 


	Activity Three:  Industrialisation and the Temperance movement
Asks students:

· Find an article or story on the 1st or 2nd page of the British Workman that refers to drinking or alcohol. Please make a note of the title of the article or story. In the group discussion feedback to the class briefly what the story or article is about and what you think the key messages are.  

· Read the section of your handout about the Temperance movement (pg.2) who funded the British Workman paper. Why do you think they were so concerned about men drinking too much at this time?

· How do you think workers reading the article or story would respond to it?

· Do you think the magazine would persuade people not to drink so much?

· Do you think that the Temperance movement was right to try to persuade workers not to drink?

· How are most newspapers and magazines funded today? Do you know of any that are funded by religious or political groups? 

The British Workman  was funded by members of the Temperance movement. The movement was made up of religious and political groups such as Evangelicals, who were concerned with salvation, and the Utilitarian movement, concerned with efficiency. They both valued self control and self-denial.   

Opportunity here to discuss how magazines and newspapers are funded today. Importantly, this paper was not supported financially through advertising products and services, like many Newspapers and papers are today [Suggestion hold up and demonstrate how modern paper are filled with adverts]. The paper cost 1 old penny, low enough to ensure the highest readership levels. But the huge funding needed to set the paper up and distribute throughout the country was paid the Temperance movement.

Apart from the higher moral motives of encouraging men not to spend their money on alcohol to improve the quality of their lives, Temperance supporters also reflected industry's need for a disciplined and responsible workforce, who would turn up to work on time and in a sober state. They also believed that if people were stable domestically, in their homes, this would bring about a more stable society

Alongside the Temperance movement was another more radical group who called themselves 'Teetotallers'. They were people who had given up drinking alcohol entirely and advocated total abstinence from drink. Preston was the birthplace of 'teetotalism'. On 1 September 1832 Joseph Livesey signed a pledge of total abstinence from alcohol. The temperance movement considered alcohol to be one of the great social evils affecting the working class. 

FUN FACTS!


18th Century Duvet Day! 

In the 18th Century Agricultural society it was acknowledged that Monday was a St Monday’s day
 when agricultural workers were often too hungover after too much drinking on the Sunday night to go to work! 
additional facts The Temperance movement was not unique to the UK there was also a strong Temperance movement in America around the same. The movement still exists although it doesn't have anywhere near the same level of support today here or the USA.]

 
additional facts during this period the growth of tea and coffee drinking provided the working class with a safe alternative to alcohol. In the 18th C beer drinking amongst the rural working class was seen as healthier than drinking the water which risked people getting ill through Typhoid (check)

Final discussion point about child labour still existing in world today. An estimated 168 million children are involved in child labour, accounting for almost 11% of children globally. While this figure is a third lower than it was in 2000, campaigners say more still needs to be done to get children out of work and into school.

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/datablog/2015/jun/12/five-myths-about-child-labour-world-day-against


Lesson Two (to follow!)
(additional facts ) Teetotalism had strong links to the rise of Chartism, the working-class political movement seeking to gain the right to vote  (Suffrage) for working-class men, which began in 1839.  Many Teetotallers joined the Chartist who were very concerned about working-class respectability.  Some Chartists argued that the working class should abstain from alcohol to help them obtain their political rights.
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