Key Stage 5 History Activity Sheet 

 Missionaries, Colonialism and the British Workman

ACTIVITIES
1. What messages do you think The British Workman article entitled ‘War Prevented’ wants to give the reader about the work of the missionaries and British colonization in New Zealand at this time? (page 1 of your handout)
2. How are the Māori described in the article? 


3. Taking into account other historical accounts of the incident involving the British capture of the Ngāti Toa Leader Te Rauparaha, how would you describe the British Workman report?
4. How important was the written word in converting the Māori to Christianity? (page 2 handouts)
5. “Schools and colleges should take a more balanced ‘warts and all’ approach to teaching students about the British Empire and colonialism, leading historians have told The Independent. The calls for better education about the brutality of Britain’s imperial past come amid new research
 revealing more than four in ten Britons view the British Empire as a good thing and colonialism as something to be proud of” 
 (Independent Newspaper 22 January 2016 online) 

How do you think this would compare to how the British public felt about the British Empire and colonialism in the mid nineteenth century?
6. Do you agree/disagree with some historians view that the missionaries ‘paved the way’ for colonisation of New Zealand? Please explain why?
7.  Who were these posters on pages 4 and 5 of your handout aimed at?









8. Looking at the poster on page 5, what do the attractions offered through emigration suggest about the living and working conditions for people in Britain at this time?









9. “By the later 19th century we know from direct data that up to 90,000 persons per year were leaving Britain. That was a major demographic contribution to the great democracies of Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States. Peak emigration from the British Isles was reached in the last years of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th. Over 11 million British and 7 million Irish emigrants joined the total of about 52 million Europeans who emigrated across the Atlantic from 1815 to 1930” 
 (Migrationwatchuk.org 2016) 
The paragraph above suggests that large numbers of British people were emigrating to British Colonies during the nineteenth century. Why do you think this was the case? 



The number of international migrants worldwide has continued to grow rapidly over the past fifteen years. The number of international migrants — persons living in a country other than where they were born — reached 244 million in 2015 for the world as a whole, an increase of 71 million, or 41 per cent, compared to 2000. Nearly two thirds of all international migrants live in Europe (76 million) or Asia (75 million). Northern America hosts the third largest number of international migrants (54 million), followed by Africa (21 million), Latin America and the Caribbean (9 million) and Oceania (8 million). (United Nations report 2015)  

Reading both paragraph about migration above can you draw any comparisons with current migration patterns of people across the world as outlined in the second paragraph?
10.
Working in a group of 4 to explore this ‘family search’ website which has records of people emigrating to New Zealand around the mid to late nineteenth century.  This link will take you to the search for an Edward Abbott the artist who drew the sketch of chief Te Rauparaha on page 4 of your handouts. It might be the same person what do you think? Or try to search your own surname and see what comes up.

� https://d25d2506sfb94s.cloudfront.net/cumulus_uploads/document/95euxfgway/InternalResults_160118_BritishEmpire_Website.pdf


� http://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/education-news/british-empire-students-should-be-taught-colonialism-not-all-good-say-historians-a6828266.html


� http://www.migrationwatchuk.org/briefing-paper/49


� http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/populationfacts/docs/MigrationPopFacts20154.pdf





